
 CAMP WINNEBAGO 

 

 

 

The Winnebago Boy Scout Historic Trail, (Northern Tour) 

is a 14.5 mile roundtrip hike. 

The hike begins in camp, leads to Four Corners, then to the 

old Wharton & Northern Railroad bed along the 

Charlotteburg Reservoir, follows the  

Susquehanna & Western Railroad bed, across Green Pond 

Road, to the northern terminus of the Four Birds Trail on 

the ridgeline of Green Pond Mountain, with a breathtaking 

view of Craigmeur Ski Center, down the mountain 

following the WHITE TRAIL, along the Copperas 

Mountain and back to camp.



      THE BOY SCOUTS HISTORIC TRAIL 

(Northern Tour) 

 

DESCRIPTION:  The Boy Scout Historic Trails are a walk back 

in time to an era when this area of New Jersey opened its natural 

wealth and beauty to early settlers.  The Lenape Minsi Tribe were 

the original settlers of this region.  Perhaps you will walk some of 

the same trails as they did in search of face-paint rock (iron oxide).  

Hiking the Wharton & Northern Railroad bed along Charlotteburg 

Reservoir, try to picture the 19

th

 century tourists arriving by stage 

or train in the Highlands of New Jersey for summer visits.  Green 

Pond Mountain affords a unique geological look at the area with 

glacial boulders and Pre-Cambrian “Green Pond Conglomerate.”  

Spring finds the trails fragrant with abundant mountain laurel. 

Hiking the “Four Birds Trail” past Craigmeur you cross the valley 

to the Copperas Mountains and return to camp. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS: The Northern tour is a challenging hike 

across 2 mountains and is not for the faint of heart or weak of 

spirit. This trail has been designed for the Boy Scout program 

and may be hiked by similar community groups. A group can hike 

the trail in one or two days.  Minimum suggested age for hiking the 

trail is 11 years of age. 

 

SCOUT REQUIREMENTS:  All Boy Scouts MUST conform to 

all normal requirements set by the Boy Scouts of America govern-

ing hiking.  Wearing a uniform is not required.  Pencils and a 

compass are needed to fill out the questionnaire.  A bag lunch and 

dinner, water canteens and waterproof boots are recommended. 

 

TRAIL REQUIREMENTS:  A donation of $2.00 per booklet is 

suggested at the start of the hike to cover the cost of the trail 

package.  For the Trail Award, there is a questionnaire with 25 

informative fill-in questions.  These are to be turned in to the group 

leader at the end of the Trail in order to receive the award.  Starting 



time is between 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM.  Units can select their 

own starting time, but must report to the Campmaster 30 minutes 

prior to this time.  Scouts outside of Patriots’ Path Council are 

required to have a valid tour permit.  Hikers should wear shoes and 

clothing appropriate to a backwoods trail running through the 

Farny Highlands Trail Network.  A marshy trail and several 

streams must be crossed.  “Be Prepared!” 

 

TIME REQUIREMENTS:  The trail can be hiked year round 

depending on weather and trail conditions.  Depending on skill 

level, the hike is 8-10 hours. 

 

TRAIL AWARDS:  The Camp Winnebago Boy Scout Historic 

Trail award patch can be purchased at the Camp Winnebago 

Trading Post at the end of the hike. 

 

REGISTRATION:  Prior to hiking or camping, a day or weekend 

reservation for Camp Winnebago must be made with the Patriots’ 

Path Council Service Center. 

 Newark Watershed Permit: use of Newark’s Pequannock 

watershed is by permit only.               Seasonal 

NWCDC (M-F  9-5)   NWCDC (M-F 8-4; Sat. 8-1) 

40 Clinton St. 4

th

 Fl.   223 Echo Lake Rd. 

Newark, NJ 07102   PO Box 319 

Tel. # 622-4521    Newfoundland, NJ 07435 

     Tel. # (973) 697-2850 

Hiking Fees: 

 Newark Residents $.4.00 Non-Newark Residents $8.00 

 Newark Seniors     $2.00 Non-Newark Seniors     $4.00 

 

OVERNIGHT CAMPING:  Tent sites, lean-tos and cabins  

are available for overnight camping at Camp Winnebago.  

Information regarding fees and reservations may be obtained  

from the Patriots’ Path Council Service Center. 

 

ADDRESS:   Camp Winnebago 

          Timberbrook Road, Rockaway, NJ  07866



TRAIL GUIDE: HISTORIC TRAIL 

 

     The Camp Winnebago Boy Scout Historic Trail 

begins at the parade field opposite the “A” 

(Administration) building. When your group is ready, 

begin your hike by walking north-west on the camp  

road. The sites at Camp Winnebago are named after 

Native American tribes with the Lenape representing 

the local area. 

 

QUESTION 1:  NAME THE LENAPE TRIBE & 

THEIR TOTEM IDENTIFIED WITH “MEN OF 

THE STONY COUNTRY.” 

 

QUESTION 2: NAME THE LENAPE TRIBE & 

THEIR TOTEM IDENTIFIED WITH 

“FISHERMEN.” 

 

QUESTION 3: NAME THE LENAPE TRIBE & 

THEIR TOTEM IDENTIFIED WITH “PEOPLE 

LIVING NEAR THE OCEAN.” 

 

     Exit camp on Timberbrook Road; 50 ft. past the 

entrance gate, hike North onto the dirt logging/fire road. 

 

QUESTION 4: WHAT WERE THE RED ROCKS 

THE LENAPE USED FOR FACE PAINT? 

 

QUESTION 5: DESCRIBE HOW THE DUTCH 

OUTWITTED THE LENAPE FOR LAND IN 1609. 

 



     

     Hike to Four Corners. Here the trail intersects with the 

east/west bed of the old Wharton & Northern Railroad.  

Look for foundations of a railroad bridge over the stream 

to the west.  Hike north and then east on the Road. 

 

QUESTION 6: WHERE ARE THE LENAPE 

TRIBES TODAY? 

 

     The logging/fire road again intersects with the 

Wharton & Northern Railroad bed.  Follow the railroad 

bed north with the Charlotteburg Reservoir to the east. 

 

QUESTION 7: NAME THE HOTEL LOCATED  

IN THE CHARLOTTEBURG SECTION OF  

WEST MILFORD. 

 

QUESTION 8: WHY WAS THE TOWN OF 

CHARLOTTEBURG BURNED? 

 

QUESTION 9: NAME THE WINTER INDUSTRY 

THAT WAS A SPINOFF OF HOTELS. 

 

     The Wharton & Northern Railroad bed intersects the 

active line of the Susquehanna & Western Railroad at the 

northern end of Charlotteburg Reservoir.  Hike west on 

the road next to the track. The railroad bends north/west 

then begins a straight-a-way which parallels highway 

Route 23. 

 

 



 

 

QUESTION 10: USING SCOUT TECHNIQUES, 

MEASURE THE DISTANCE FROM THE TURN 

TO THE MOST DISTANT POINT OF TRACK. 

 

QUESTION 11. WHAT WAS THE EARLY PATH 

OF HIGHWAY ROUTE 23? 

 

QUESTION 12: WHO WAS THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE NJ MIDLAND RAILROAD? 

 

     Hike west, cross Green Pond Road, and hike on 

Bigelow Road past the railroad station. 

 

QUESTION 13: WHAT IS THE NAME  

OF THE STATION? 

 

QUESTION 14: NAME THE RAILROAD LINE 

FOR THE PARKED TRAIN. 

 

     Pass the ball field and apartments to the end of the 

blacktop road and a 2 car parking area.  Uphill and  

into the woods is the trail-head of the “Four Birds” 

(WHITE TRAIL).  One mile north on Rt. 23 is the 

Village Square Inn. 

 

QUESTION 15: WHAT WAS THE VILLAGE 

SQUARE INN ORIGINALLY? 

 

     



 

     Hike the “Four Birds” (WHITE TRAIL) south on 

Green Pond Mountain.  There is a unique rock type 

associated with this geological formation.  Look for rock 

containing “subangular pebbles of white quartz in dull 

red quartz sandstone.” 

 

QUESTION 16: NAME AND COLLECT A SAMPLE 

OF THE UNIQUE ROCK. 

 

QUESTION 17:  HOW OLD IS  

PRE-CAMBRIAN ROCK? 

 

     At the overlook (large rock formation) there is a 

spectacular view of the valley and the Copperas 

Mountain.  The trail descends into the valley.  The rock 

overhangs and shelters a small area.  Stand on the 

overlook rock. 

 

QUESTION 18: TAKE A COMPASS BEARING ON 

THE TOWER TO THE NORTH/EAST. 

 

QUESTION 19: TAKE A COMPASS BEARING ON 

THE TOWER TO THE SOUTH/EAST. 

 

     Hike the WHITE TRAIL crossing a stream on the 

descent and again on the valley floor. The trail joins a 

logging/fire road and the road intersects a power-line 

road that you follow north.  (following the road to the 

south/west will bring you to Green Pond).   

Remain on the WHITE TRAIL. 



 

 

 

QUESTION 20:  HOW WAS GREEN POND 

FORMED AND WHAT ARE ITS DIMENSIONS? 

 

QUESTION 21:  NAME THE 3 TURN OF THE 

CENTURY GREEN POND HOTELS. 

 

     Watch for the WHITE TRAIL to enter the woods 

at the bottom of the hill. There was an old picnic table 

in a small meadow.  You will cross and recross streams. 

One has a log bridge.  The Craigmeur Ski area will be  

to the east. 

 

QUESTION 22: WHY IS CRAIGMEUR NO 

LONGER USED FOR SKIING? 

 

     Hiking this area on a Sunday morning you will be 

treated to melodies from a nearby house of worship. 

 

QUESTION 23: IDENTIFY THE HOUSE  

OF WORSHIP. 

 

    Crossing a dike, you will view old man -made dikes 

and dams. However, research could not identify a name 

or use.  Carefully cross Green Pond Road and continue 

following the WHITE TRAIL.  The trail crosses a 

logging/fire road and gently ascends the Copperas  

 

 



 

Mountain.  Charlotteburg Reservoir will become visible 

to the east and the trail will follow the old logging/fire 

road.  The trail leaves the road and begins to descend the 

mountain.  Look for the microwave tower, this was 

viewed earlier from Green Pond Mountain. 

 

QUESTION 24: TAKE A COMPASS BEARING TO 

THE MICROWAVE TOWER. 

 

QUESTION 25: WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE 

LAKE IN THE VALLEY YOU HAVE ENTERED? 

 

 The WHITE TRAIL will lead you across the old 

Wharton & Northern railroad bed and beside a marshy 

area now turned into a small pond by beaver damming.  

The trail meets the original logging/fire road taken out of 

camp.  Hike the road south back to Timberbrook Road 

and the entrance to Camp Winnebago. 

              

 

 

 

 

 


