
 

         THE BOY SCOUT HISTORIC TRAILS 

                                                    Western Tour  

 

                   

The Winnebago Boy Scout Historic Trail Western 

Tour) is a 14 mile round trip bike or hike with an 

optional 5.8 mile spur. 

 

The adventure begins in camp, travels south on 

Timberbrook Rd. and Upper Hibernia Rd. to a 

woods trail to the old Wharton & Northern Rail- 

roadbed.  The bed passes Lake Denmark and 

Picattiny Arsenal, onto Lake Denmark Road to 

Snake Hill Road and into the community of Lake 

Telemark.  The optional spur is available to the 

Mt. Hope Cabin, the Ford Fasche House & Mt. 

Hope quarry. The tour continues on Snake Hill 

Road, into the community of Lake Telemark, 

across Green Pond Rd. to Upper Hibernia Rd., 

onto the Oreland Railroad bed and back to camp.  

 

CAMP WINNEBAGO 



All units taking these hikes are required to check in with 

the Campmaster or Ranger for instructions before starting 

on the trail.  Guidebook and map are to be used by the 

hike leader but scouts may record their own answers. 

 

Naval Commander’s House, Navy Hill Picatinny Arsenal  

   

 THE BOY SCOUTS HISTORIC TRAIL 

(Western Tour) 

DESCRIPTION:  The Boy Scout Historic Trails are a walk back 

in time to an era when this area of New Jersey opened its natural 

wealth and beauty to early settlers. The Western Tour can either be 

hiked or biked and takes advantage of local roads in the area.  

Traveling south out of camp the tour follows Timberbrook Road to 

Elizabeth Lane to Upper Hibernia Road and the Marcella 

Community Center.  Fifty feet south on Green Pond Road a dirt 

road connects to the old Wharton & Northern Railroad Bed.   

Following this south leads past Lake Denmark and the historic 

Picattiny Arsenal to the Partnership Field picnic area.  You travel 

south on Lake Denmark Road to Snake Hill Road past the Air 

National Guard helicopter training pad and hanger.  At Lake Ames, 

formally a Boy Scout camp area, a path brings you to historic Lake 

Telemark for a self-guided tour.  Exit Lake Telemark and cross 

Green Pond Road into the Darlington Road development and onto 

a dirt road connection to Upper Hibernia Road, to Timberbrook 

Road and back to Camp. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS: This trail has been designed for the Boy 

Scout program and may be hiked by similar community groups.  

A group can hike the trail in one or two days.  Minimum suggested 

age for hiking the trail is 11 years of age. 

 



SCOUT REQUIREMENTS:  All Boy Scouts MUST conform to 

all normal requirements set by the Boy Scouts of America 

governing hiking activities.  Wearing a uniform is not required.  

Pencils and a compass are needed to fill out the questionnaire.  A 

bag lunch, water canteens and waterproof boots are recommended. 

 

TRAIL REQUIREMENTS:  A donation of $2.00 per booklet is 

suggested at the start of the hike to cover the cost of the trail 

package.  For the Trail Award, there is a questionnaire with 24 

informative fill-in questions.  These are to be turned in to the group 

leader at the end of the Trail in order to receive the award.  Starting 

time is between 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM.  Units can select their 

own starting time, but must report to the Campmaster 30 minutes 

prior to this time.  Scouts outside of Patriots’ Path Council are 

required to have a valid tour permit.  Hikers should wear shoes and 

clothing appropriate to a backwoods trail running through the 

Farny Highlands Trail Network.  A marshy trail and several 

streams must be crossed.  “Be Prepared”, waterproof boots or 

plastic bags to cover footwear is encouraged. 

 

TIME REQUIREMENTS:  The trail can be hiked year round 

depending on weather and trail conditions.  Depending on skill 

level, the hike is 5-8 hours and the bike from 3-4 hours. 

 

TRAIL AWARDS:  The Camp Winnebago, Boy Scout Historic 

Trail award patch can be purchased at the Camp Winnebago 

Trading Post at the end of the hike. 

 

REGISTRATION:  Prior to hiking, biking, or camping, a day or 

weekend reservation for Camp Winnebago must be made with the 

Patriots’ Path Council Service Center. 

 

OVERNIGHT CAMPING:  Tent sites, lean-tos and cabins  

are available for overnight camping at Camp Winnebago.  

Information regarding fees and reservations may be obtained  

from the Patriots’ Path Council Service Center.



 

 

TRAIL GUIDE: HISTORIC TRAIL 

 

     The Camp Winnebago Boy Scout Historic begins 

at the parade field opposite the “A” (Administration) building.   

Hike out the north entrance and on to Timberbrook Road. It is 7/10 

mile to Durham Road and one mile to a church. 

 

QUESTION 1. WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE CHURCH AND 

IN WHAT YEAR WAS IT BUILT?  

 

QUESTION 2. WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE CEMETARY?  

 

Turn east on Elizabeth Lane and continue to Upper Hibernia Road.  

Walk west to Green Pond Road. Note the white house on the corner to 

the north.  Cross Green Pond Road to the Marcella Community 

Center. 

 

QUESTION 3.  HOW MANY CHILDREN WERE BORN IN 

THIS HOUSE TO THE JOHN & ELIZABETH? 

 

QUESTION 4.  THIS AREA IS CALLED MARCELLA 

SECTION; WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL NAME?  

 

QUESTION 5.  WHAT WAS THE MARCELLA COMMUNITY 

ORIGINALLY? 

 

Walk south on Green Pond Road, approximately 350 ft., to the 

telephone pole marked RT-217 and turn west onto the dirt road. 

 

 

 



 

 

QUESTION 6.  A 1/4 MI. DOWN THE ROAD IS A GOLF 

COURSE, HOW MANY HOLES DOES IT HAVE?  

 

Travel west to a small pond and field in front of an abandoned house. 

Follow the road in front of the house and continue west.  

Remain on the main road and avoid any tempting cutoffs. Enjoy the 

hillside filled with Mountain Laurel.  A rock wall, bearing north, 

begins at a fork.  Hike to the north side keeping the wall to the south. 

The trail meets a NE/SW trail at a “T”. Hike to the southwest. The 

trail meets a second  NE/SW trail behind a house. Continue southwest 

to the paved road. 

 

Hike on the road approximately 630 ft. to trees marked with numerous 

ORANGE blazes.  Turn northwest into the woods to the railroad bed 

of the old Wharton & Northern railroad and hike west.  If the bed is 

flooded continue on the paved road approximately 540 ft. and look for 

an entrance into the woods opposite “Southard Salvage.” 

 

Hike southwest and keep your eyes open for relics like railroad tie 

plates or spikes. 

 

QUESTION 7.  HOW WOULD GREENPONDERS KNOW 

WHEN THEY HAD REACHED THEIR R.R. STOP?  

 

QUESTION 8.  WHAT WAS SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THE 

TRAIN WRECK ON THE HIBERNIA BRANCH?  

 

QUESTION 9.  WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL GIVEN TO THE 

TOWN OF WHARTON? 

 



Note the power lines which stretch east/west.  These are the same 

power lines encountered on the Boy Scout Hike Western Tour at Split 

Rock Reservoir. 

 

At a fork hike to the east up a subtle rise, the railroad bed continues 

straight but is frequently flooded.  The railroad bed “T’s” and the 

eastern spur continues to Upper Hibernia (Oreland).  Hike west past 

the junction of the main line you were just on. 

 

Throughout the Rockaway countryside are test wells to check water 

table levels and purity.  Look for two along the bed. 

 

QUESTION 10.  COPY THE NUMBER OF THE FIRST TEST 

WELL. 

 

Past the first well is a cutoff to the northwest. This affords a great 

view of the lake. 

 

QUESTION 11.  WHAT IS THE NAME OF THIS LAKE?  

 

QUESTION 12. COPY THE NUMBER OF THE SECOND TEST 

WELL. 

 

QUESTION 13.  IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BED IS A WATER 

METER.  DRAW A PICTURE OF IT.  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

QUESTION 14.  WHAT UNIQUE FEATURE ALLOWED THE 

TRAINS TO NOT USE ENGINES? 

 

QUESTION 15.  LIST THE THREE OLD RAILROAD STOPS 

YOU WILL BE PASSING ON YOUR HIKE.  

 

The gate marks the entrance to Picatinny Arsenal.  Because of the 

September 11 disaster the Picatinny bed is off limits. Hike back about 

400ft. to a trail to the east, which will take you to Lake Denmark Rd. 

at a telephone pole marked NJ 1711RT.   

Walk southwest for 1 mile on Lake Denmark Road to the baseball 

field.  For emergency only there is Porta John, potable water, in 

season, and an emergency Arsenal security telephone.  

 

QUESTION 16.  WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE FIELD?  

 

QUESTION 17.  AN IRON MINE WAS LOCATED NEARBY, 

WHAT WAS IT CALLED? 

 

Hike west on Lake Denmark Road. BE CAREFUL, this is an 

ACTIVE ROAD. The first road to the south is Snake Hill Road. 

 

QUESTION 18.  WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL NAME GIVEN 

TO PICITANNY ARSENAL? 

 

QUESTION 19.  NAME THE ARSENAL CHEMIST WHO 

DISCOVERED THE EXPLOSIVE HALEITE. 

 

QUESTION 20.  WHAT WAS ONE OF THE ARSENAL’S 

WWII RESEARCH TRIUMPHS?  

 

 



 

QUESTION 21.  WHAT KOREA ERA ARMAMENT 

IMPROVEMENTS IS CREDITED TO THE ARSENAL?  

 

QUESTION 22.  IN 1986 THE ARSENAL’S NAME WAS 

CHANGED TO WHAT? 

 

You may continue your hike on Lake Denmark Road traveling the 

5.8-mile round trip spur to the historic Ford Fischer house and the Mt. 

Hope Mine. If you choose not to take the spur, you may answer the 

questions related to the historic sites from the back of this guide. 

 

QUESTION 23.  WHAT CAUSED THE ARSENAL TO BLOW 

UP IN 1926? 

 

QUESTION 24.  IN 1948 THE ARSENAL BEGAN TESTS ON 

WHAT TWO ROCKET ENGINES? 

 

A security gate into the arsenal and the Pica tinny Water Park will be 

to the northwest and beyond is the historic Naval Commander’s 

House.  

 

QUESTION 25.  WHAT IS THIS GENERAL AREA OF THE 

ARSENAL KNOWN AS?  

 

Lake Denmark road intersects with Mt. Hope Road and the Mt. Hope 

Rd. arsenal gate.  Travel east on Mt. Hope Road.  Look for a gated 

road to the west before you come to Mt. Hope Pond. 

Hike this road to the Mt. Hope Cabin. 

 

QUESTION 26.  NAME THE BOY SCOUT TROOP 

RESPONSIBLE FOR BUILDING THE CABIN.  

 

Continue on Mt. Hope Road to the Mt. Hope Methodist Church. 



 

QUESTION 27.  HOW WAS THE CHURCH USED DURING 

EPEDEMICS? 

 

Across the road is the Forded Faesch House. 

 

QUESTION 28.  WHAT WAS FAESCH’S NICKNAME?  

 

QUESTION 29.  WHAT DID GENERAL WASHINGTON GIVE 

TO JOHN JACOB FAESCH? 

 

QUESTION 30.  WHO PATRONIZED THE TAVERN THAT 

WAS PART OF THE MT. HOPE STORE? 

 

QUESTION 3I.  TILCON IS ONE OF THE UNITED STATES 

LARGEST PRODUCERS OF WHAT? 

 

QUESTION 32.  NAME THE MAIN OPERATION SHAFT OF 

THE MT. HOPE MINE COMPLEX.  

 

Return on Mt. Hope Road the way you came to the intersection with 

Snake Hill Road.  Travel south on Snake Hill Road. 

 

QUESTION 33.  WHAT IS THE FULL NAME OF THE 

HELICOPTER BASE? 

 

Hike 1 1/2 miles on Snake Hill Road to a path to the north marked 

with red blazes at a berm and gate posts.  A stream and bridge are 

further along the road as is the Lake Ames Pavilion.  The 

BATHROOMS are open in season. 

 

Hike the red blazed trail along the western shore of Lake Ames.  Look 

for the remains of an old log cabin. 

 



QUESTION 34.  NAME THE GROUP WHO CAMPED AT A 

CABIN AT LAKE AMES. 

 

Follow the red trail along the stream hiking north up and over the hill 

to the crest and then turn east where the trail empties onto Winding 

Brook Way, in Lake Telemark.  At the lake, turn east on Lake 

Telemark Road. The Lake Telemark Country Club is on the lakeshore. 

 

QUESTION 37.  LAKE TELEMARK IS NAMED AFTER A 

SMALL VILLAGE IN WHAT COUNTRY? 

 

QUESTION 36.  WHAT TYPE OF DISPLAY IS LAKE 

TELEMARK NOTED FOR ON THE 4

TH

 OF JULY? 

 

Turn left on Oslo Drive and continue around the lake. If you were to 

continue on Telemark Road to Green Pond Road the Telemark store, 

now Telemark Pizza is a good refueling point.  

 

QUESTION 37.  WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE LOG CABIN 

ON THE EAST SHORE OF THE LAKE? 

 

Hike onto Brookside Road and do not continue around the lake. 

At the “T” turn north, against one-way traffic, onto Colonial Road and 

out to Green Pond Road.  Cross the road and hike north passing a 

grammar school. 

 

QUESTION 38.  WHAT IS THE NAME OF THIS GRAMMER 

SCHOOL? 

 

QUESTION 39.  NAME THE CAMP THAT WAS ACROSS THE 

ROAD. 

 

QUESTION 40.  WHO WAS THE FOUNDER OF GIRL 

SCOUTS AND IN WHAT YEAR DID SHE DO IT?  



 

Continue north on Green Pond Road and enter the Darlington Drive 

development.  Pass Chandler Terrace to a yellow road gate at a dirt 

road.  Hike the road following the power lines, pass another yellow 

road gate and out to Upper Hibernia Road at the junction of Brunache 

Road.  Here is a parking lot and down the dirt road to the north is the 

Wildcat Ridge Wildlife Management Area Interpretive Center.  You 

may have visited here on the Boy Scout Historic Southern Tour.  

Please sign the guest book. 

 

Return to Upper Hibernia road and hike north past the landscaper’s 

private home and look for the telephone pole marked NJ 1153RT. 

Hike into the woods to the northeast past dirt piles and onto the 

railroad bed of the old Wharton & Northern Railroad, Oreland 

Branch.  The bed will bring you out to Upper Hibernia Road near the 

power lines. Walk Upper Hibernia Road 1.6 miles to Elizabeth Lane 

to Timberbrook Road and back into Camp Winnebago. 

 

BONUS QUESTION.  WHAT IS THE NAME FOR A PERSON 

WHO MAKES AND STUDIES MAPS?  

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

The landscape near 

the explosion was 

leveled as seen in 

this photo. 


