


 

History of  1745 Sabattis Road, Long Lake, New York 12847 
 

1771:  Part of the 1.1 million acres (4,500 km²) acquired from the Mohawk 

Indians as part of the Totten and Crossfield Purchase. 

1772: The area of land that includes Sabattis and Bear Pond was originally 

part of a land grant from King George III called the Totten-Crossfield 

Purchase of 1772 and consisting of 1,150,000 acres. It included most of 

Hamilton County, and parts of Herkimer, Essex and Warren. This grant 

was divided into 50 Townships of about 39 square miles each; or 25,000 

acres. Sabattis was a part of Township 37. 

1830s: Settled by the 1830s, Long Lake was isolated, except by water, until 

William Seward Webb's Mohawk and Malone Railway was built 

through what was then known as Long Lake West in 1892.  

1823 ï 1906: Mitchell Sabattis ï The good guide: The name ñSabattisò is also historical. It is a 

contraction of the French name ñSaint Jean Baptisteò. Its most noted bearer was Mitchell 

Sabattis, an Abenaki Indian, lifelong resident of Long Lake and one of the most famous Adi-

rondack guides.  

1892:  While Seward Webb was constructing the Mohawk and Malone Railroad in 1892, a young 

Blue Mountain lumberman named Patrick Moynehan was contracted to build a road between 

Long Lake and the Long Lake West railroad station. The construction camp  he built on Bear 

Pond. 

1895: In 1895 William Seward Webb sold 5,568 acres of land that included what is now Sabattis 

to Charles R. Christie of Connecticut and Elizabeth Chapin of New Jersey. Elizabeth Chaplin 

later sold her share to Mr. Christie who bough the land primarily for its timber. 

1904 ï 1911: Mr. Daniels (future owner of Sabattis) was a man of many interests and abilities. He 

was an Olympic swimmer and for eight years held the worldôs records from 50-300 meters and 

the national records from 50 yards to a mile. He originated the present free-style crawl stroke 

and with it won 33 National Championships, four Olympic records, two British and two Cana-

dian records.  

1908:  Long Lake West (Sabattis Rail Station) completely burns down [most destructive forest fire 

in New York State History]. 

1912: May 1:  Nearly 70 workers began the construction of the Big house on May 1, 1912 and it 

was finished nine months later on February 1st. 

1912: Then Christie sold the land, at $7.00/acre, to Mrs. Charles M. 

Daniels of Buffalo in 1912, it was with the understanding that he con-

tinue to operate the sawmill until April of 1914, when he removed his 

building and equipment.  It was during the Danielsô ownership that the 

buildings still present at Sabattis were erected, and that much of its  

 history gains its present grandeur. 

1913:  The Doll House built 

1920s: Daniels started the first silver fox ranch in the United States 

ñTarnedge Kennelsò. It was small but became quite well known for the many blue ribbons and 

sweepstakes which its stock won. Mr. Daniels sold breeding stock in 34 states and size foreign 

countries.  

1945: In 1945, Mrs. Daniels sold 3,162 acres of the original tract to Mrs. Ottilie Gobel Moore. The 
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sale included all the land surrounding Bear Pond. Mrs. Moore, 

and Englishwoman, used the Big House as a home for refugee 

children for a short time.  

1949: Mrs. Moore sold the land in 1949 to the Norton Lumber 

Company (Ross L. Coleman, President)  

1950s early: Coleman had many plans for the Park, none of 

which succeeded very fully. He operated the Park as a hotel, 

but these were lean years for the hotel business in the Adiron-

dacks. It is believed that he had plans to use the barn as a hos-

tel, and converted the upper rooms into dormitories for this 

purpose. Coleman acquired saddle horses next and advertised 

Sabattis as a Dude Ranch. 

1952: In 1952 Coleman sold one small piece of land to Mrs. Ida Ohlsen 

of Chicago, and the following year sold her the remainder of the land 

surrounding Bear Pond. 

1954:  Mrs. Ohlsen sold precisely the same land back to Coleman, now 

President of the presumably new ñSabattis Park Corporationò. 

1955: In 1955, Coleman began selling sites on Bear Pond for use as in-

dividual summer camps. Several cottages sprang up along the edge 

of the lake. These pieces of land were sold to Watchung Area Coun-

cil, Boy Scouts of America when the Council purchased the rest of the land from Coleman in 

1957. 

1957 ï August:  Watchung Area Council purchases 1300 acres of land in the 

Central Adirondacks, NY for $80,000. 

1959:  Sabattis Wilderness Camp is opened up to Scouts 

1960s ï 1970s: The Woodsmanôs Thong, Conservation Camp, Wood Badge 

and Junior Leader Trainings were offered at Sabattis. 

1960s ï early 1980s: Operation Zero Winter Camping Adventure is held at 

Sabattis. 

1999: Watchung Area Council merges with Morris Sussex Council to form 

Patriotsô Path Council. New Mountain Bike Program offered at Sabattis.  

A new Joe Kaspareck Rifle Range dedicated. 

2000:  New shotgun shooting program added 

2002:  A 5th Scout week added to Sabattis for Treks only 

2000ð2005:  Program pavilions built by Flintlocks 

2004: A Climbing Tower added to Sabattis.  Program schedule 

change of just Merit Badges in the morning and open FUN 

activities in the afternoon every day. 

2006: A C.O.P.E. course added to Sabattis 

2008:  Spar Pole Climbing  Program added to Sabattis Program 

2009: A 4th Trek per week was added to the Trek Schedule and 

Operation Zero Program restarted 

 

"Celebrating 50 years of Adventure"  

RECONNECT Anniversary Events:  

 March 14, 2009 - Anniversary Dinner in NJ  

 July 22 - 24, 2009 - Anniversary Rendezvous at Sabattis  


